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Are you really ready for a family pet this holiday season?

As the holidays approach, love is in the air and a wish to give a very special gift to
friends and family members. It’s called “the family pet.” And though our intentions are
in the right place, is it really the right thing to do?

Gail Kasper, founder of Pawtographs and a spokesperson for several national rescues,
states, “Unless you are part of the family that will be taking care of the pet and are
willing to take on the responsibility of that pet, a live animal should never be given as a
gift. Itis a personal choice and there are many unknowns to be considered.”

Gail suggests taking the following test where an “unknown” response to any of the listed
questions is a definite indicator that giving a pet is not the right option.

TEST:

1. Is the pet owner ready to share the next 6 to 10 to 20 years of their lives with this
new friend? (Itis a life investment.)

2. Will they be just as excited to get a pet “after” the holidays as “on” the holiday
itself? (It seems to be so much fun to watch your children open the present...until
the responsibility hits.)

3. Have they budgeted the money for vaccines, flea and tick treatments, trips to the
veterinarian, dog grooming, toys, food, water/food bowls and beds, crate, leashes,
collars/harness, and possible dog sitters or doggie day care? (Start-up pet care
costs an average of $1000. This is within the first six months.)

4. Have they thought about who will come to their home and let the pet out during
the course of the day while they are work? (The pet will need a walk and pottie
break.)

5. Have they considered who will walk and feed the pet morning and night,
regardless of the weather? (It gets mighty cold out there.)

6. Have you considered the personality of the potential pet owner and the type of
animal or dog that would best suit them? (A more sedentary life may suggest a
Basset Hound vs a Labrador.)

7. Have you asked if the potential pet owner has any allergies or medical conditions
that would prevent them from owning a specific pet? (This challenge can make
for a very short stay for the new pet.)

8. Will they have the time to play with their new pet friend in the morning and in the
evening? (Are they a workaholic?)

9. Are they prepared for the unexpected, trips to the vet, sickness, torn blankets and
eaten shoes? (Are they flexible?)

10. Does the potential pet owner “want” a dog or a cat? (This is “most” important.)

11. Is the potential pet owner willing to make the investment in training? (If there are
challenges, the first option is not to send the new pet to the shelter, it is to train
them. Is the new owner willing to make this commitment?)



THE SOLUTION: When it comes to giving the gift of “life”” to a friend or family
member, opt to give a gift certificate to your friend or family member to adopt a pet from
a shelter after the holiday season when you and your new family can adjust to a more
sedentary routine.

If you are considering a pet, are you willing to take on the responsibility yourself, if
your child or partner defaults? Perform this test, with your children, and find out.

e Every morning get up at 6 am (or at least 30 minutes prior to when your
day would typically start.) Regardless of the cold or the weather, take
everyone out for a morning walk.

e When returning, along with your children, have them fill a bowl with any
type of food or other small objects to signify feeding the animal. Also,
have them empty and refill the water bowl.

e Before school or work, along with your children, take another 15 minute
walk around the block.

e (Calculate, and add to your expenses, the cost for someone to walk your
dog mid-day or if relevant, add the costs of doggie day care.)

e When returning from work, after a long day, along with your children,
take another 15-minute walk around the block. Peform this same task
before bed.

e Then, take 30 minutes to play with your kids. This would be time to give
your pet the love and attention that it needs.

This test should be completed everyday for 3 weeks. If you miss even a day, you have
failed the test. Of course, this doesn’t mean that you are not ready for a dog, as there are
fence options that you might consider to help ease some of the burden, but there can
never be a day that the animal is not fed or clean water is not poured.

Regardless of who would like to own a pet, Kasper strongly suggests considering a
rescue and saving a life. A good rescue will help you pick out the best pet for your
family needs. Kasper also recommends “not” getting a pet involved with your family
during the holidays. Kasper says, “a new pet needs time for adjustment in a quite
environment that will provide a routine and establish stability for your new pet. There is
so much excitement, activity, and guests during the holiday season which places
unnecessary stress on your new pet.”
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